
 .00

 .00
 .00

 .00
 .00
 .00

 .00
 .00

 .00
 .00

 .00

 .00

Enter your If married, enter your
date of birth spouse’s date of birth

Physical location of property where you lived during 2013 (if different from your mailing address):

1.  Enter your Maine adjusted gross income (from Form 1040ME, line 16). (See instructions.) ............... 1.
 If the amount on line 1 is more than $40,000, stop here.  You do not qualify for the Property
 Tax Fairness Credit. Otherwise, go to line 2 below.

2. Enter the property tax you paid on your home in 2013. (See instructions.) .......................................... 2.  
 If you paid no property tax in 2013, skip to line 3a.
3. a. Enter the rent you paid on your home in 2013 (See instructions.)............................................... 3a.
 If you paid no rent in 2013, skip to line 4.
 b. Was your rent reduced or paid in part by the government? (See instructions.) .......................... 3b.                  Yes              No
 c. Did you or your spouse, if married, receive social security disability benefi ts or
  supplemental security income disability benefi ts in 2013? (See instructions.) .............................3c. Yes No
  If line 3b is yes and line 3c is no, and the amount on line 2 is zero, stop here. 
  You do not qualify for the Property Tax Fairness Credit.  If both lines 3b and 3c
  are yes, go to line 3d. 
 d. Does the rent entered on line 3a include heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or similar items? .. 3d. Yes No
 e. If line 3d is yes and you know the amount paid for heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or
  similar items, enter that amount on line 3e. If yes, and you do not know the amount paid,
  multiply line 3a by 15% (.15) and enter the result on line 3e.  If line 3d is no, enter “0” on line 3e... 3e.

 f. Line 3a minus line 3e ................................................................................................................... 3f.

 g. Multiply line 3f by 25% (.25) ........................................................................................................ 3g.

 h. Landlord’s name and telephone number__________________________________________     
        __________________________________________________________________________ 
4. Benefi t Base.  Add lines 2 and 3g ......................................................................................................... 4.  

5. Multiply line 1 by 10% (.10)................................................................................................................... 5.  

 a. Is the amount on line 4 more than the amount on line 5? ........................................................... 5a. Yes No
 If yes, go to line 6 below. If no, stop here.  You do not qualify for the Property Tax Fairness Credit.
6. Subtract line 5 from line 4 ..................................................................................................................... 6.  

7. Multiply line 6 by 40% (.40)................................................................................................................... 7.
 
8. Were you or your spouse (if married) at least 70 years of age on December 31, 2013? ..................... 8. Yes No

 a. If yes, enter $400.  If no, enter $300............................................................................................ 8a.  
 NOTE:  If you are married fi ling a separate return and both you and your spouse claim
 the property tax fairness credit on the same homestead, enter $200 if yes or $150 if no.
9. Enter line 7 or line 8, whichever is smaller, here and on Form 1040ME, line 25d.  .............................. 9.

Name(s) as shown on Form 1040ME
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Enclose with your Form 1040ME.
See instructions on pages 10-12.
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SCHEDULE PTFC – PROPERTY TAX FAIRNESS CREDIT INSTRUCTIONS

Who is eligible?
You may qualify for a refundable Property Tax Fairness Credit up to $300 ($400 if you are 70 years of age or older) if you meet all of the following:

• You were a Maine resident during any part of the tax year;
• You owned or rented a home in Maine during any part of the tax year and lived in that home as your principal residence during the year;
• Your Maine adjusted gross income was not more than $40,000 for the tax year;
• You paid property tax on your home (principal residence) in Maine during the tax year that is greater than 10% of your Maine 

adjusted gross income or you paid rent on your home (principal residence) in Maine during the tax year that is greater than 40% 
of your Maine adjusted gross income. Note that if your rent is subsidized (paid in part by the Government), you do not qualify for 
the Property Tax Fairness Credit unless you or your spouse received social security disability payments or supplemental security 
income disability payments during 2013.

SPECIFIC INSTRUCTIONS

Step 1. Complete Form 1040ME according to the form instructions.  However, if (1) you are fi ling Form 1040ME only to claim the property 
tax fairness credit, (2) you are not fi ling (or will not fi le) a federal income tax return for 2013 and (3) you meet the criteria under A 
or B below, complete Maine Form 1040ME according to the instructions under A or B below, whichever applies.

A. If – 
• you were a Maine resident for all of 2013; and
• you are not subject to any of the addition income modifi cations on Maine Form 1040ME, Schedule 1, line 1;

AND YOU MEET ONE OF THE FOLLOWING

a. the only income you received in 2013 was social security income, social security disability income, supplemental 
security income, supplemental security disability income or railroad retirement income;  OR

b. you or your spouse, if married, were 70 years of age or older at the end of the tax year and 1) your property tax 
payments on your primary residence were $1,100 or more (or your rent paid was $4,400 or more) and 2) you had no 
more than $1,000 in income in addition to the income shown in paragraph a above;  OR

c. you or spouse, if married, were less than 70 years of age at the end of the tax year and 1) your property tax payments 
on your primary residence were $900 or more (or your rent paid was $3,600 or more) and 2) you had no more than 
$1,500 in income in addition to the income shown in paragraph a above.

 Complete Maine Form 1040ME as follows (see example later):

• fi ll in your name, address, social security number, telephone number and, if married, your spouse’s name and social security 
number;

• check Box A below your address;
• enter your correct fi ling status on lines 3-7;
• enter your correct residency status on lines 8-11; and
• enter “0” on lines 14 and 16 and on Schedule PTFC, line 1.

 Then go to Step 2, line 2 below.

B. If you do not meet all the criteria for paragraph A above – 

THEN, to calculate federal adjusted gross income for Form 1040ME, line 14, you must complete a federal income tax return for 
2013, Form 1040 (through line 37), 1040A (through line 21) or 1040EZ (through line 4), whichever applies, as if you were required 
to fi le the return.  Enter on Form 1040ME, line 14, the federal adjusted gross income calculated on the federal return (Form 1040, 
line 37; 1040A, line 21 or 1040EZ, line 4), then complete the remainder of Form 1040ME, following the instructions for each line. 
Do not fi le the federal return with the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) or with Maine Revenue Services.  Use the information on 
the return to complete your Maine return according to the instructions below.  Keep the federal return for your records.

Note:  Part-year residents must also complete Form 1040ME, Schedule NR and related Worksheet B – Income Allocation 
Worksheet.

  You must complete Step 1 before going to Step 2.

Step 2. Complete Schedule PTFC.  Enter your name and social security number as shown on Form 1040ME.  Also enter your date of 
birth and your spouse’s date of birth, if married. 

Line 1. Income.  Enter your Maine adjusted gross income from Form 1040ME, line 16. (Part-year residents - enter on line 1 
the portion of your Maine adjusted gross income related to that part of the tax year you were a Maine resident plus any Maine-
source income while you were a nonresident.  To determine this amount, add Form 1040ME, Worksheet B, Column B, line 15 
plus Worksheet B, Column E, line 15. Then, add or subtract, whichever the case may be, the Maine-source portion of income 



modifi cations included in Form 1040ME, line 15.)   If the amount on line 1 is more than $40,000, stop here.  You do not qualify 
for a Property Tax Fairness Credit.

Line 2. Property Tax.  If you owned your home in Maine and lived in that home during 2013, enter the amount of property tax 
paid during 2013 on your house and house lot up to 10 acres. If your house is on land that is more than 10 acres, call your town 
or city assessor to get the tax on your house and the land, up to 10 acres.  Part-year residents - enter only the property tax 
amounts you paid for your home in Maine during the part of the tax year you were a Maine resident.  Note: You may be asked 
to provide proof of the property tax paid before a refund is issued.
• Do not use the amount of property tax assessed; enter only the amount of tax actually paid on your home during 2013.
• Do not include amounts paid for interest or special assessments.
• Do not include property taxes on property other than your primary residence.
• Do not claim any property tax paid by others. If the home is jointly owned, enter only the property tax you paid. You can 

claim the tax you paid on your home even if you have transferred ownership to someone else under a legal agreement that 
allows you to continue to live in the home, but you can only claim the tax on the home for as long as you live in the home.

• Do not include taxes on any part of your home or property used exclusively for business.  For example, you owned a two-story 
building. You lived upstairs and ran a store downstairs.  You can claim one-half of the property tax you paid.  Do not include 
property taxes claimed as a business expense on your federal tax return.

• Do not include taxes on any part of your home that serves as a separate dwelling. Include only the taxes paid for the part of 
the home you occupied as your primary residence.  For example, your primary residence is one unit located in a three-unit 
dwelling. You can only claim one-third of the property tax paid.

Note:  If you owned a home that was on rented land or vice-versa, you can include the property tax you paid during 2013 on line 
2 and the rent you paid during 2013 on line 3.  For example, you owned a mobile home located in a park.  Enter the property tax 
on your mobile home on line 2 and the lot rent you paid on line 3.

Line 3. Rent.  
• Line 3a. Enter the total rent you paid for your home (principal residence) in Maine during 2013.  If you moved during the tax 

year, include the rent you paid during the tax year to live in each home or apartment. Include Workfare payments received from 
your town used to pay your rent. Part-year residents - enter only rent amounts you paid on your home in Maine during the part 
of the tax year you were a Maine resident. Note: You may be asked to provide copies of rent receipts or canceled checks 
before a refund is issued.
• Do not include mortgage payments or room and board payments. Mortgage payments and room and board payments 

are not rent.                      
• Do not include rent that was subsidized or paid in part by a government program unless you received social security disability 

benefi ts or supplemental security income disability benefi ts during 2013. If your rent was subsidized by a government 
program and you did receive social security disability benefi ts or supplemental security income disability benefi ts during 
2013, enter only the rent you paid.

• Do not include rent for any part of your home that was rented out to others.  For example, you share an apartment with 
your sister.  Each of you are equally responsible for one-half of the rent.  Include only the amount of rent you paid or one-
half of the total rent.  

• Do not include rent for any part of your home used exclusively for business. For example, you rent a two-story building.  
You live in a 2nd fl oor apartment and run a business on the 1st fl oor.  Claim only the portion of rent you paid for the right 
to live in the 2nd fl oor apartment.

• Do not include rent claimed as a business expense on your federal return.

• Lines 3b and 3c. If you lived in public housing, received Section 8 vouchers or received any other rental assistance from 
the  government, check “yes” on line 3b.  If you or your spouse, if married, received social security disability benefi ts or 
supplemental security income disability benefi ts in 2013, check “yes” on line 3c.  Government payments include certain 
Section 8 vouchers or public housing.  Note:  Renters who live in subsidized housing (rent paid in part by the government) 
cannot include subsidized rent on line 3a unless they received social security disability benefi ts or supplemental security 
income disability benefi ts in 2013.

• Line 3e. If the rent you entered on line 3a includes an amount for heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or other similar items 
and you know the amount paid toward the heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or other similar items, enter the amount on 
line 3e.  If your landlord cannot provide the amount you paid for heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or other similar items, 
multiply the amount on line 3a by 15% (.15) and enter the result on line 3e.  If the rent entered on line 3a does not include 
an amount paid for heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or other similar items, enter 0 on line 3e.

• Llne 3f.  Subtract line 3e from line 3a.  The rent you paid can only include the amount paid for the right to live in your home 
excluding amounts paid for heat, utilities, furniture, snowplowing or other similar items.

• Line 3g.  Multiply line 3f by 25% (.25) and enter the result on line 3g

Line 4. Benefi t Base.  Add lines 2 and 3g and enter the result on line 4.

See example on next page



EXAMPLE

Henry and Evie are Maine residents and own their own home in Augusta, Maine where they live full-time.  During 2013, Henry and Evie 
received social security income of $28,000 and received no other income during 2013 and have no income modifi cations on Maine 
Form 1040ME, Schedule 1.  They also had $500 in interest income from savings.  Henry and Evie paid property tax of $1,420 to the 
City of Augusta during September 2013.  Henry and Evie are both under 70 years of age.

Because Henry and Evie’s income is from social security and less than $1,500 in additional income, they meet the Step 1, paragraph A 
criteria.  Henry and Evie should complete Form 1040ME and the Property Tax Fairness Credit Worksheet as follows:

Form 1040ME, page 1
• Complete the top section by fi lling in your names, social security numbers, mailing address and telephone numbers as indicated 

below.

• Place a check mark in box A to indicate you are claiming the property tax fairness credit and have no other reason to fi le Form 
1040ME.

• Lines 3 through 7. Enter a check mark in box 4 for ‘Married fi ling jointly’.
• Lines 8 through 11. Enter a check mark in box 8 for ‘Resident’.
• Line 14. Enter $0.00
• Line 16. Enter $0.00.

Property Tax Fairness Credit Worksheet
Follow the directions for Step 3 in the Property Tax Fairness Credit Worksheet instructions.

• Line 1. Enter $0.00 (from Form 1040ME, line 16).
• Line 2. Enter $1,420.00 (the amount of property tax paid during 2013).
• Skip line 3.  No rent was paid in 2013.
• Line 4. Enter $1,420.00 ($1,420 + $0).
• Line 5. Enter $0.00 ($0 x .10).
• Line 6. Enter $1,420.00 ($1,420.00 - $0.00).
• Line 7. Enter $568.00 ($1,420 x .40).
• Line 8. Check the No box (neither Henry nor Evie were 70 years of age during 2013).
• Line 8a. Enter $300.
• Line 9. Enter $300 (the smaller of lines 7 and 8).

Form 1040ME, page 2
• Line 25d. Enter $300.
• Line 25e. Enter $300.
• Line 26. Enter $300.
• Line 30. Enter $300.
• Line 31b. Enter $300.

Form 1040ME, page 3
Henry and Evie must each sign the return in the space provided and mail the completed Form 1040ME and Property Tax Fairness 
Credit Worksheet to: Maine Revenue Services, PO Box 1066, Augusta, ME 04332-1066.


